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Government of West Bengal

Finance (Taxation) Department
NOTIFICATION

No. 151FT Date: 17.1.94

Inexercise of the powers conferred by sections 2, 9, 10, 16, 18, 37,49, 55 and 75 of the Indian Stamp
Act, 1899, (2 of 1899) and by Notification No. C: 63-Stamps/25 dated the 5th March, 1925, issued by
the Government of India, Finance Department (Central Revenues) (Stamps), and also in supersession
of all previous rules and orders on the subject issued by the Government of Bengal, the Govcmor is
pleased hereby to make the following rules, namely :—

CHAPTER I
Preliminary
1.  These rules may be called the West Bengal Stamp Rules, 1994, Short Title
2. Inthese rules— Definitions

(@) “Act” means the Indian Stamp Act, 1899 (2 of 1899).
(b) “Section” means a section of the Act.
{(c) “Schedule” means a schedule of the Act.

(@  “Superintendent of Stamps™ means the Superintendent of Stamps, Calcutta and any
otlrer officer appointed by the Government of West Bengal to perform the functions
of a Superintendent of Stamps.

3. (1) Exceptas otherwise provided by the Act or by these rules— : Description of Stamps.

(i)  all duties with which any instrument is chargeable shall be paid, and such payment
shall be indicated on such instrument, by means of stamps issued by Government for
the purposes of the Act, and

(ii)  astamp whichby any word or words on the face of itis appropriated to any particular
kind of instrument shall not be used for an instrument of any other kind.
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Hundi

Promissory notes and bills of
exchange.

Other instruments

Provision where single sheet
of paper is insufficient

Proper Officer

(2) There shall be two kinds of stamps for indicating the payment of duty with which instruments
are chargeable, namely: ¥

(a) impressed stamps, and
(b) adhesive stamps.

 CHAPTER II
Of Impressed Stamps

4. (1) Hundis, other than hundis which may be stamped with an adhesive Stamp under section
11, shall be written on paper as follows, namely:

(a) A bundipayable otherwise than on demand but not at more than one year after date
or sight, and for an amount not exceeding rupees thirty thousand in value, shall be
written on paper on which a stamp of the proper value bearing the word “hundi” has
been engraved or embossed:

Provided that, where a paper with a stamp of the proper value bearing the word “bundi”
engraved or embossed thereon is not available, the hundi may, notwithstanding
anything contained in sub-rules (2) and (3), be written on blank paper or on paper
having a stamp of insufficient value engraved or embossed thereon and may,
alongwith the amount of proper duty on the amount required to make up the same,
as the case may be, be sent to the proper Officer for affixing and impressing labels
thereon in accordance with rule 11.

()  Ahundiforanamount exceeding rupees thirty thousand in value, or payable at more
than one year after date or sight, shall be written on paper supplied for sale by the
Government, to which a label has been affixed by the Collector of Stamp Revenue,
Calcutta, or aSuperintendent of Stamps, and impressed by such officer in the manner
prescribed by rule 11.

(2)  Every sheetof paper on which a hundi is written shall be not less than 21.9 cm. long and
13.0 cm. wide and no plain paper shall be joined thereto.

(3)  The provisions of sub-rule (1) of rule 7 shall apply in the case of hundis.

5. A promissory note or a bill of exchange shall, except as provided by section 11, or by proviso
to clause (a) of sub-rule (1) of rule 4 or rules 13 and 17, be written on paper on which a stamp of the
proper value, with or without the word “hundi”, has been engraved or embossed.

6. Every other instrument chargeable with duty shall, except as provided by section 11 or by rules
10, 12 and 13, be written on paper on which a stamp of the proper value, not bearing the word “hundi”,
has been engraved or embossed.

1. (1)  Where two or more sheets of paper on which stamps are engraved or embossed are used
to make up thé amount of duty chargeable in respect of any instrument, a portion of such instrument
shall be written on each sheet so used.

(2)  Where a single sheet of paper, not being paper bearing an impressed hundi-stamp, is
insufficient to admit of the entire instrument being written on the side of the paper which bears the
stamp, s6 much plain paper may be subjoined thereto as may be necessary for the complete writing of
such instrument:

Provided that in every such case a substantial part of the instrument shall be written
on the sheet which bears the stamp before any part is written on the plain paper subjoined.

8. The Collector of Stamp Revenue, Calcutta, the Superintendent of Stamps and any Officer
appointed in this behalf by the Government of West Bengal are empowered to affix and impress or

perforate labels or frank by means of a franking machine and each of them shall be deemed to be the

Proper Officer for the purpose of the Act.and of these rules.
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